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had to meet the generals or the ministers, in order to secure the
strength to resist their demands. Rak raised his hands in despair.
What could one make of a country with such rulers ?
I had scarcely returned to Pskoff to wait for my transfer to
come through when Rasputin was in the limelight again. This
time he had paid a visit to Moscow and become involved in a
drunken brawl in a restaurant. The proprietor had called in the
police, and the police inspector had telephoned the Ministry of the
Interior at Petrograd for instructions, and Dzhunkovsky, assistant
minister to Prince Shcherbatoff, the Liberal who had taken Mak-
lakofPs place, had been bold enough to order Rasputin's arrest
and immediately laid the whole circumstances before the Tsar.
But within twenty-four hours Rasputin had been released, was
back in Petrograd, and Dzhunkovsky was dismissed. Prince Orloff,
one of the oldest friends and servants of the Tsar, protested, and he
was also dismissed from all his posts.
This Rasputin was a hot one to offend, evidently.